85. Echoes from Eden

100-Acre Wood, Narnia, Middle Earth, Neverland…and all our other imaginary worlds are echoes of a deeper archetype, are they not? Perhaps our DNA carries a memory of Eden and we year for the utopia of Heaven.

We let our imaginations take to the idea of a parallel world, something that inhabits our live where we can teseract through the back of a cupboard or cross through the mirror of the looking glass into another realm.

The early days when romantic love flourishes with a particular intensity the couple enter a “world of their own”, where the colours of the everyday are drab compared to the hues one perceives in the presence of the beloved, or even when reading an email or thinking of them. When we go into the season of grief, we also enter a bubble and the external world with all its concerns about punctuality, tidiness, and external appearances suddenly pale into a low significance.

We can reflect on these experiences to remind ourselves that we are like Paul, to run with joy. Angels, miracles, the host of heaven. All manner of wondrous creatures and things are about us in this Kingdom of God which Jesus heralded. 

Like radio signals, UV light and a dog whistle pitched beyond the hearing capacity of the human ear, they surround us and require instruments and devices like computers to detect and translate them into something we recognize. The Kingdom of God too, takes some recognizing. 

You’ve seen a lot,

But looked at nothing

You’ve heard everything,

                But listened to nothing      Is 42:20
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God is ever so keen to communicate. 

The smile of the cleaner you enjoyed fleetingly on the way to work, the sunlight on the grass, the laughter of students, birdsong overhead, the good food that nourished you at breakfast, the prayers that students, professional peers and friends said over you last night and today, the commission to teach, the trust Jesus puts in you to discharge your responsibilities today as his ambassador, the spirit within you that delights in seeing expressions of the fruit and gifts of the spirit about you, the ongoing impact of the ministry you are serving in, the churches that minister as salt and light in the community, the aesthetic beauty of a child’s finger painting or a boy’s deft tactic in a sports game, the nobility that rests on an aged grandmother who will waits all day to pick up her grandchild and fondle them at the close of the school day, the pathos of a fine literature story your colleague shares in the nearby classroom, the power your encouragement and affirmation has to turn up the burners of a students heart……….all this and so much more , is the divine symphony, the sublime artistry of heaven. 

Today it is your privilege to step out into this, to stand in the heritage of great teachers of the past like Jesus, Paul, Augustine, Luther, Corrie Ten Boon, Watchman Nee , Francis Schaeffer and a host of unfeted teachers from remote mission fields as well a in famous university faculties.
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…that I may finish the race with joy and the ministry which I received .

  Acts 20:24

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance   Gal 5:22
God didn't put angels in charge of this business of salvation that we're dealing with here. It says in Scripture, “What is man and woman that you bother with them; why take a second look their way? You made them not quite as high as angels, bright with Eden's dawn light; Then you put them in charge of your entire handcrafted world.” When God put them in charge of everything, nothing was excluded. But we don't see it yet; don't see everything under human jurisdiction.
Heb 2:5-9
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge–that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Eph 3:16-19

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received
1 Pet 4:10

If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well
Rm 12:7

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as you know that your labour is not vain in the Lord.
1 Cor 15:58

God has set his throne in heaven; he rules over us all. He's the King! So bless God, you angels, ready and able to fly at his bidding, quick to hear and do what he says. Bless God, all you armies of angels, alert to respond to whatever he wills. Bless God, all creatures, wherever you are— everything and everyone made by God. And you, O my soul, bless God!
Ps 103: 18-20

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqkohs8F2OE
A World Of Our Own - song by The Seekers

